Phil 1112
Persons: Human, Divine and Other

GSH 215, MW 8.40-9.55
Instructor: Nate Bulthuis
E-Mail: neb67
Office Hours: MW, 12.15-1.15, or by appt.
Office: Goldwin Smith 215

Course Description
The notion of a person is important to us. It is commonplace to talk about our personal rights and
responsibilities, about having personal time or personal space. The notion is central in legal theory and politics
too (e.g. in debates over abortion, or corporate rights). But what is a person? What sort of things can be
persons? And what does being a person mean for how one lives one’s life? We will draw mainly from
philosophical sources in answering these questions - but we will draw from other sources too: literature, the
law, and popular culture. Through it all, we will work on writing in a style aimed at providing sound arguments
for one’s views.

Learning Outcomes
Philosophy at its best is clear, cogent, and insightful. This requires the ability to engage intelligently with the
philosophical views of others. So in this course you will
+Learn to read a philosophical text slowly, carefully, and actively (get your pencils/pens/laptops out!)
Such engagement involves intense mental processing, and the best way to train yourself to think in this way is
by learning to write philosophically. In writing a philosophical essay, you will
+Locate and state what the argument of a given text is
+Show through a clear explanation in your own words of the premises of an argument that you
understand that argument
+Scrutinize that argument and the central premises in it, providing an analysis of the coherence of that
argument and of the justification of its central premises
+Show through critical examination of various texts that you understand the central concepts at issue in this
course, including but not limited to the concepts of mind, free will, responsibility, and personhood

Reading
You need to purchase two books for this course.
Eugenides, J. (2002). Middlesex. Piccador.
Vonnegut, K. (1969). Slaughterhouse-Five,
All other readings will be posted on Blackboard. See ‘Schedule’ below.
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Writing
Writing assignments are developed to help you think and write thoughtfully and critically about the
philosophical texts that we will read in class and, more generally, about the central philosophical issues at
stake. Writing assignments are due at the time and date listed on the posted assignment, and must be turned
in through the course website. All writing assignments that you submit will be considered public matter
within the course. In other words, your work can be used in the instruction of this course itself - e.g., as an
example of what writers in philosophy should strive to do. While perhaps such a practice may seem
unnerving at first, we all learn best when we learn from each other. So be ready to share your work!
Standard Formatting Rules Apply. In other words, I expect 12pt Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with
what is equivalent to a 8.5x11 inch sheet with 1” margins on all sides.
At different points in the semester, we will conduct peer review workshops, where students will be responsible
for critically evaluating draft copies of the work of fellow students. The purpose of these workshops is (a) to
receive valuable insight from your peers about your own work and (b) to critically examine the work of a fellow
classmate, allowing you to both provide and gain insight about the writing process.

Grading
Grading will be determined by a combination of class participation (successful class participation requires
having closely read the reading assignments for the week) and writing assignments. Below is a tentative
breakdown of the weight of the factors which go into your grade, though evidence of improvement
throughout the semester may be considered in the final grade assessment.
Plagiarism Quiz
Attendance & Participation
Analytic Journal Entries
Essay 1
Essay 2
Essay 3
Essay 4
Essay 5

0
20
10
0
10
15
20
25

Website
This course utilizes a Blackboard site. It will be used for announcements, readings beyond the texts you need
to purchase, paper topics, journal entries, this syllabus, and a discussion forum.

Academic Dishonesty
A word about academic dishonesty: Don’t. It is immoral (it’s a form of theft). It also doesn’t pass the riskreward test. It’s incredibly easy for us to catch. And the penalties are severe – up to and including expulsion
from the university.
As a condition for passing this course, all students are required to take and receive a 12/12 on Cornell’s
plagiarism quiz. The quiz can be taken more than once. It can be found here:
http://plagiarism.arts.cornell.edu/tutorial/exercises.cfm.
If you still aren’t sure what constitutes academic dishonesty, see
http://plagiarism.arts.cornell.edu/tutorial/index.cfm, or ask an instructor.
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